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1. Aims, tasks and products of WP 05 
Aims and objectives

The overall aim is to qualify the validation methods of aesthetic learning; we shall use for pilot test in the succeeding WP 07. 
The objectives are 

· To take stock of current methods,

· To prioritise current methods or develop new methods 

Estimated total work days:  5
Key activities and products

5.1 Asses the values of actual validation methods in own organisation. March 2013

5.2 Plan the seminar and prepare notes on the needs for methodological development. March 2013

5.3 Complete a vision seminar with 6-10 VIPs from own organisation and invited stakeholders. Primo May

5.4 Develop/prioritise the validation methods to apply in the pilot test in WP 07. Medio May

5.5 Make notes on selected documentation methods - for the partnership and dissemination. 20 May 2013

2. Focus points and recommendations from WP 03
A main objective of the need analysis in WP 03 in the autumn 2012 was to clarify the focus points and recommendations for the successive development of new methods in WP 05 in the spring 2013.

During WP 03 we completed in cooperation with Cultural Councils in Denmark the vision seminar, 5 Dec 2012 in Copenhagen, and thereafter we delivered the Memo on baseline, which did clarify the following focus points and recommendations.  
Focus points 
We should seek to focus on

· How the aesthetic side of learning can be determined so it is operational for documentation

· How content and outcome of the aesthetic learning differs from other types of voluntary learning in non-formal and informal learning environments.

· Why and whether it will be important for active aging

We know that arts-based learning share qualities with many other forms of learning, such as
· To come away from home, meet others, learn something that can be used in other contexts (e.g. develop social and communication skills, become wiser about oneself, others and life, etc.)

· But what special qualities have art based for the participants in relation to for example sports, other hobbies and associational interests - what particular difference makes art and culture as a learning topic for active aging
To answer these questions, we must be able to distinguish and define the special qualities of aesthetic learning compared to other types of learning. We must therefore first develop our theoretical discourse and concepts of the aesthetic learning, before we can develop a methodical usable questionnaire or interview guide, which can be used to collect empirical evidence with.

Recommendations 
The documentation materials we presented in the baseline of WP 03 (life stories and questionnaire results) used a terminology based on three main learning dimensions: Personal formation, Knowledge & skills; and competences. 

It could be seen that the aesthetic qualities could be found in elements from all three dimensions. For example, the aesthetic sense is a separate element in the dimension of personal formation; particularly artistic topics are part of the dimension of knowledge & skills; and the creative and innovative competence is part of the dimension of competences. 
However, another approach could be to develop a learning model based on the classic Kantian tripartite division of rationality in the epistemic, moral and aesthetic. For each of these three dimensions we should then be able to define some main elements that can be described with keywords, which in turn can be translated into lead questions in a questionnaire or an interview.

Such a new approach will reverse the previous model, so the primary optic is determined by the tripartite division of rationality (knowledge and judgement), only secondary it may also assess whether these learning qualities have a different impact on developing the dimensions of personal formation, knowledge & skills, and competences. 
	The new model is based on the three main forms of rationality  
	
	The old model is based on three main dimensions of learning

	Forms of rationality
	Elements
	
	Dimensions of learning 
	Elements

	Epistemic 
	D1 - D2 - D3
	
	Personal formation
	P1 - P2 - P3

	Moral
	M1 - M2 - M3
	
	Knowledge & skills
	K1 - K2 - K3

	Aesthetic
	A1 - A2 - A3
	
	Competences
	C1 - C2 - C3


This new model with focus on the tripartite division of the rationality forms should – in our point of view – make it easier to describe the particularly qualities of the aesthetic learning, and it may also be possible to assess whether these qualities of our rationality have certain impact on respectively the dimensions of personal formation, knowledge and skills, and competences.

The interesting thing about such an approach may also be to examine whether the learning outcome in voluntary culture and amateur art has a higher degree of aesthetic qualities than in other types of voluntary associational activities, for example outdoor activities and sports, social and humanitarian work, or other disciplines, which also to some degree may include aesthetic qualities. 
Such an examination must imply that we complete surveys in the area of art based learning as well as in other areas of voluntary associational learning and then compare the results. 

3. Methodological clarifications in WP 05
Methodological guidelines 

We have taken stock of current methods, and concluded that we need to develop a new method on the basic of a well-founded Aesthetic Philosophy with reference to the Kantian tradition
The guidelines are to use this Aesthetic Philosophical discourse to constitute how we can distinguish and define the special qualities of aesthetic learning compared to other types of learning. We must therefore first develop our theoretical discourse and concepts of the aesthetic learning, before we can develop a methodical usable questionnaire or interview guide, which can be used to collect empirical evidence with.
Theoretical clarifications

For the time being I am preparing a presentation to our seminar in Copenhagen, 4 June 2013, which will focus on the Kantian Aesthetic theory and its possible guidelines for how to describe and document the values and qualities in a art-based learning context. 

This work has been a lot more demanding than initially planned, and I expect it will be a main task for me during the remaining part of the projected - that aims to have more elaborated methodological result to present at our concluding European seminar in Utrecht, April 2014. In fact I see it as a long term research task that may continue after the conclusion of this project. 

Designing the Questionnaire

In the autumn 2013 the plan is to construct a preliminary questionnaire that can be used in Interfolks pilot tests. However, I expect that a lot more development work is needed, before it can be presented as a more official result for wider dissemination. [image: image1.png]
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